National Public Transit Strategy – Background & Key Points

Context

Canada is the only G8 country without a national public transit strategy. While the last decade has brought greater federal support for public transit, forty per cent of federal investments in municipalities will expire soon, including important investments in public transit and infrastructure. All of this comes at a time when use of public transit is increasing, as communities increasingly rely on public transit to meet their transit needs. Our cities and communities need reliable and sustainable federal investment in public transit. A National Public Transit Strategy would do this, and would put our country on a path to a more livable, prosperous, and environmentally friendly future for Canadians and Canadian families.

Highlights from the Act
· The act’s purpose is “to establish a national strategy to provide public transit that is fast, affordable, and accessible.”
· The act would secure a permanent investment plan for public transit in Canada’s cities and communities.
· It would work together with provincial and municipal governments to provide sustainable funding and provide national leadership to align and coordinate public transit visions and planning.
The Process - Passing the Bill

· The 1st reading of the bill will be in late September, when Olivia introduces it in Parliament.
· The second reading will take place in the fall and winter, with review by the Parliament’s Standing Committee on Transportation.
· 3rd and final reading will take place in 2012, followed by a vote in Parliament.  If the Bill is passed it will go to the Senate for review before becoming law.
Key Points

· Urgency. Forty percent of federal investments in municipalities will expire soon, including important investments in public transit and infrastructure. At the same time, communities are increasingly relying on transit, creating greater infrastructure needs for Canadian transit systems. CUTA estimates that Canadian public transit systems face an $18-billion gap in transit infrastructure needs between 2010 and 2014. We need to act soon, before our cities fall apart, to secure reliable and sustainable funding for public transit, so that we can build thriving, sustainable cities for tomorrow. 
· Economy. Federal support for public transit helps to strengthen the economies of Canada’s cities and communities. Businesses recognize that the ability of people to move around effectively and efficiently is important to an economy. That is why the Canadian Chamber of Commerce, which represents 175,000 businesses of all sizes across Canada, supports a national public transit strategy.
 And according to CUTA, the annual economic benefit of Canada’s public transit systems is $10 billion. Improved public transit is good for our economy.
· Environment. Public transit is an important component in building a more sustainable, environmentally friendly Canada. Investing in public transit can help to reduce the number of cars on the road, reducing green house gas emissions (by an estimated 2.4 million tons per year
), and improving our air quality.
· Time Used Well. Nobody likes sitting in their car, stuck in traffic. Public transit allows us to use our time better: reading or relaxing while we commute, instead of being stuck behind the wheel. By improving public transit, we can also reduce commute times, allowing you to spend less time getting from point A to B, and more time with those you love.
· Family Focus. Public transit is good for Canadian families. Strengthening public transit would improve accessibility, helping all Canadians to get around their cities and communities with greater ease, and reduce pollution, improving our health.
· Keeping Canada Competitive. Canada is the only G8 country without a national public transit strategy. Enacting such a strategy would allow our cities and communities to not only plan for the public transit of the future, but to implement and build these projects. By putting public transit at the center of our communities, Canada can build more vibrant, livable cities, and attract investment.
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