Petitions to the House of Commons to 
Amend the Old Age Security Act


WHEREAS:

1. The 10-year residency requirement for Old Age Security pension is barrier for immigrant seniors to achieve financial independence and exercise full citizenship rights.

2. Poverty is a reality for many Canadian seniors and more so for immigrant seniors due their lack of access to Old Age Security program.  As a result, immigrant seniors are vulnerable to financial hardships, social and emotional isolation.
3. Canada’s Old Age Security program generates a large disparity of income among immigrant seniors under the reciprocal international agreements.
Therefore, we, the undersigned citizens of Canada, call upon the government of Canada to:
· Eliminate the 10-year residency requirement for Old Age Security pension.  

· Allow all sponsored immigrant seniors who are Canadian citizens to become eligible for Old Age Security pension. 
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