PETITION TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

WHEREAS:
1. High Quality child care is a benefit to all children enhancing health and school readiness, reducing family poverty, and promoting social inclusion and workforce productivity. 
2. Canada fails to meet nine of out 10 UNICEF proposed standards aimed at ensuring children get the best start in life through early education and support programs. 

3. OECD reports Canada as last of all industrialized countries in early childhood education and care investment.. 
We call upon the government of Canada to 

· achieve multiyear funding to ensure that publicly operated childcare programs are sustainable for the long term, 

· support Bill C-373 which will protect childcare by enshrining it in legislation, with a National Childcare Act – to be a cornerstone of Canada, like the National Health Act, 

· help end child poverty by using the $1200 allowance to enhance the Child Tax Benefit without taxes and claw backs.
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